
ORDER DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

SUBJ: GUIDELINES FOR USE OF VOICE RECORDmG RESOURCES 

1. PURPOSE. This  Order provides gu ide l ines  f o r  us ing  voice recording 
resources  t o  accomplish e f f i c i e n t  recording of communications a t  a i r  
t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  f a c i l i t i e s .  It i s  f o r  use i n  planning f u t u r e  p r o j e c t s  
t o  improve, modernize, o r  e s t a b l i s h  f a c i l i t i e s  involving voice recorders  

2 .  DISTRIBUTION. Th i s  o r d e r  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  branch l e v e l  i n  Airway 
F a c i l i t i e s ,  A i r  T r a f f i c  and Systems Research and Development S e r v i c e s  a t  
Washington h e a d q u a r t e r s ;  t o  Airway F a c i l i t i e s  b ranches  and A i r  T r a f f i c  
D i v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  Regions;  t o  Airway Engineer ing  Support  D i v i s i o n ,  FAA 
Academy and FAA Depot a t  t h e  A e r o n a u t i c a l  Cen te r ;  and t o  a l l  Airway 
F a c i l i t i e s  F i e l d  o f  £ i c e s .  

3 .  GZNERAL INFORMATION. The agency's  voice recording resources f o r  use 
r t  a i r  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  f a c i l i t i e s  p re sen t ly  c o n s i s t  of t h e  following 
type of equipment: 

Recorder Reproducer Channels FSN 

TR-1510 (GSA schedule)  1 0  8200-300-02621 
TP-1510 (GSA) 10 NO FSN 

TR-1720 (GSA Schedule) 2  0  9258-359-0151 
TP-1720 (GSA) 20 9258-359-0152 

~A-8966/1 (on o rde r )  152 8200-300-05291 
FA-896612 (on order  ) l52  8200-300-05301 

Distribution: ihW/A~/R9-3 ; ?%F/AT-2 Initiated By: AAF-440 
FAF-0 (~ in imwn)  RAF-3, RAT-2 
CAE/DE/AY-3 



4 .  GENERAL PRACTICES. A i r  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  vo ice  communications should be 
recorded t o  t he  maximum e x t e n t  p r a c t i c a b l e  w i th in  a v a i l a b l e  resources .  
A s epa ra t e  recorder  channel w i l l  be a l l o c a t e d  t o  each a i r  t r a f f i c  con t ro l  
opera t ing  p o s i t i o n  t o  record  a l l  voice communications rece ived  o r  
t r ansmi t t ed  v i a  r a d i o  or telephone while  a  c o n t r o l l e r  i s  working an 
assigned a i r  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  func t ion .  Addi t iona l  information on recording 
requirements and procedures i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Handbooks SM P 6500.3 and 
6500.5. 

5 .  TIME RECORDING. One channel of each recorder  s h a l l  be reserved  f o r  
record ing  time except two channels may be reserved on t h e  FA-5394, 
30-channel r eco rde r .  I f  a  coded time source and a  time code reader  
i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  coded time source should be recorded i n  preference t o  
voice  t ime announcements. Recording more than  one time source on any 
r eco rde r  i s  p roh ib i t ed .  

6 .  ASSIGNMENT OF VOICE RECORDING EQUIPMENT. 

a .  Where p r a c t i c a b l e ,  each a i r  t r a f f i c  f a c i l i t y  should have only one 
type of record ing  equipment s o  t h a t  t he  requirements f o r  spare 
p a r t s ,  t e s t  equipment, and t r a i n i n g  a r e  minimized. When a f a c i l i t y  
r e q u i r e s  a d d i t i o n a l  record ing  equipment an  e f f o r t  w i l l  be made t o  
supply s i m i l a r  equipment t o  t h a t  p re sen t ly  i n  u se .  

b .  Based on t h e  number of ope ra t iona l  record ing  channels requi red  and t h e  
equipment a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  following type  of equipment normally w i l l  
be assigned:  

No. of Operat ional  Channels 

1 t o  8 
1 t o  8 
5 ;o 16  
5 t o  18 
g t o  38 

20 t o  42 
43 t o  56 
57 t o  150 
I n  excess  of 150 

Ty-pe Equipment 

NOTE: Type FA-8144, 5-channel, r eco rde r s  w i l l  be  used exc lus ive ly  
f o r  low a c t i v i t y  VFR towers and f l i g h t  s e rv i ce  s t a t i o n s  i n  
accordance wi th  Order 6670.2. Ty-pe TR-1720 r eco rde r s  w i l l  be 
reserved  f o r  use  by approach c o n t r o l  f a c i l i t i e s .  

7. PRIORITY OF VOICE RECOFDING. A t  t h e  present  time t h e r e  i s  no t  s u f f i c i e n t  
record ing  equipment resources  t o  provide f o r  a l l  needs. See Orders 
6500.3 and 7210.3A ( ~ a r a g r a ~ h s  631 and 1261) f o r  p r i o r i t y  of record ing  
opera t ing  pos iz ions  a t  a i r  rou te  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  cen te r s  (ARTCCS) and 
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a t  t e rmina l  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  f a c i l i t i e s .  The order  of p r i o r i t y  a t  f l i g h t  
s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n s  (FSSS) is t h e  a i r Iground p o s i t i o n s  followed by the  
telephone b r i e f i n g  p o s i t i o n s .  

8 .  FREQUENCY RECORDING. Order 6500.3 o u t l i n e s  condi t ions  f o r  frequency 
record ing  a t  f a c i l i t i e s  which have more channels a v a i l a b l e  than  needed 
f o r  p o s i t i o n  and ATIS channel record ing .  

9. MAINTENANCE CONSIDEFiATIONS. If t h e  ope ra t iona l  requirements f o r  a  
f a c i l i t y  exceed 20 recording channels,  one of t h e  ou t s ide  channels of 
each i n s t a l l e d  r eco rde r  may be reserved  f o r  maintenance use .  One spare  
recorder  w i l l  be provided f o r  each f a c i l i t y  u s ing  t h e  FA-8144 recorder .  
The spare  recorder  should be equipped wi th  a  patching o r  switching 
system s o  it can quick ly  be placed i n t o  s e r v i c e  when an  opera t ing  recorder  
f a i l s .  Order 6670 .U d e t a i l s  t h e  procedures f o r  monitoring of recorder  
channels and desc r ibes   he use  of FAP, Form 6670-1, Multi-Channel Recorder 
Check Record. 

10 .  VOICE RECOFDER EQTJIPMENT INSTALLATION. 

a .  Voice recording equipment used i n  t h e  FAA w i l l  be i n s t a l l e d  t o  comply 
with agency d i r e c t i v e s  and i n  accordance with t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  A i r  T r a f f i c  Se rv i ce .  

b .  The recording equipment w i l l  be arranged t o  provide t h e  most e f f i c i e n t  
method f o r  t ape  change and t ape  s to rage .  The t a p e  s to rage  cab ine t s  
w i l l  be placed a s  convenient a s  poss ib l e  t o  t h e  r eco rde r s  without  
i n f r i n g i n g  on space needed f o r  opera t ion  o r  maintenance of 
e l e c t r o n i c  equipment. Equipment l ayou t  must t ake  i n t o  cons idera t ion  
t h e  requirement f o r  maintenance of t h e  u n i t s  and t h e  space needed t o  
accomplish t h e  procedures s p e c i f i e d  i n  Handbook SM P 6500.3. 

c .  The i n s t a l l a t i o n  must accommodate t h e  l o c a l  s i t e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s ,  bu t  
every e f f o r t  must be made t o  adhere t o  t y p i c a l  f a c i l i t y  block diagrams 
a s  presented i n  Handbooks 6500.5 and IM P 4441.3. These b lock  
diagrams should be used a s  gu ide l ines  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  record ing  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  p l an .  

D i rec to r ,  Airway F a c i l i t i e s  Serv ice  
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